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The Mental Health Liaison Group (first titled: 
Liaison Group on Mental Health) was formed in 
May 1969. The facilitator for the creation of the 
MHLG was Harry Schnibbe, NASMHPD, and a 
major motivating force was the reauthorization 
of the Community Mental Health Centers Act. 
1968-1969 was an important year as major 
consumer-family organizations opened 
Washington, DC offices (the Arc; UCP; MHA) 
and NASMHPD housed two of these 
organizations.



For the first 20 years of the MHLG history, the coalition 
exchanged information at monthly meetings but the 
membership was frequently publicly divided and lacked 
consensus. 

The first substantial effort at consistent MHLG consensus 
and impact was facilitated by Tipper Gore, spouse of the 
Vice President of the United States, who chaired the 
Clinton Administration’s health care reform, 
subcommittee on mental health. Following Tipper Gore’s 
efforts to include a basic mental health benefit in national 
health reform, the MHLG next consistently worked with 
consensus in promoting national laws requiring and 
operationally defining “parity” for mental health in health 
insurance. 



During the co-chair tenure of the MHLG health 
committee by Peter Newbould (American 
Psychological Association) and Laurel Stine 
(Bazelon Center for Mental Health Law), a 
focus and operating premise was consensus and 
uniform public policy approaches.



Mary Lasker and Mike Gorman

Mary Lasker might be best known for her work with the 
American Cancer Society and establishing the NIH National 
Cancer Institute. Mary Lasker established the Lasker 
Foundation (1942) to promote medical research through a 
growing and strengthened NIH. The National Institute of Mental 
Health (NIMH) was initiated in 1946 through Mary Lasker’s 
advocacy with President Truman; NIMH was formally 
established in 1949. Mary Lasker was involved with MHA and 
CCD Co-founder UCP.

Mike Gorman was the executive director of the National 
Committee Against Mental Illness (founded in 1953). Mike was 
the personal Congressional representative of Mary Lasker and 
the National Committee was funded by Mary Lasker.



The Mental Health Study Act of 1955 authorized the 
formation of the Joint Commission on Mental Illness 
and Mental Health. In 1955, Congress appropriated $1.2 
million for the Commission. 18 national organizations 
participated in the Commission’s work. The Commission 
published its 1961 report to Congress, “Action for Mental 
Health.” The report advocated community mental health 
services to supplement the state psychiatric hospitals. 



Harry Schnibbe

Harry Schnibbe served as the Communications Director for 
Senator John Carroll (D-CO), 1957-1963 (elected 1956). 
Senators Carroll and John Kennedy (D-MA) were close friends 
– both were Democrats, Roman Catholic, and aligned 
philosophically. Senator Carroll, staffed by Harry, was a 
Congressional member of the President’s Commission on 
Mental Illness and Mental Health. Senator Carroll was defeated 
for re-election in 1962. On October 11, 1961 President Kennedy 
announced his President’s Panel on Mental Retardation, and 
coordinated its work with the Mental Illness Commission. In 
February 1963, President Kennedy announced his National 
Action Plan to Combat Mental Retardation and sent legislation 
to Congress. Senator Carroll was a member of the President’s 
committees, staffed by Harry. On October 31, 1963, President 
Kennedy signed into law the Mental Retardation Facilities and 
Community Mental Health Centers Construction Act (P.L. 88-
164). The law authorized the construction of community mental 
health centers in defined federal catchment areas.



Harry Schnibbe – Continued (2)

In 1959, the state mental health directors appointed a 
Washington, DC secretariat. In 1963, NASMHPD was 
established and Harry Schnibbe was appointed executive 
director. [Harry served as ED until 1993.]

In the fall of 1968 UCP (headquartered in NYC) opened its 
Washington, DC public policy office, housed by NASMHPD 
and Harry Schnibbe. In the early winter of 1969, the Arc 
(citizens with intellectual disabilities) (also headquartered in 
NYC) opened its Washington, DC public policy office, housed 
by NASMHPD and Harry Schnibbe. In 1970, the National 
Association of State Directors of Developmental Disabilities 
Services (NASDDDS) opened its first staffed office. In late 
1970, the Developmental Disabilities Services and Facilities 
Construction Act was signed into law, the result of Arc-UCP-
NASDDDS-NASMHPD efforts. In late 1971, the Arc moved to 
its own DC office and hosted monthly meetings. The Arc-UCP-
NASDDDS-NASMHPD-& EFA were the core in establishing 
in early 1973 the Consortium for Citizens with Disabilities 
(CCD).



The Mental Health Liaison Group

In 1969, Mental Health America hired a new executive 
director, hired its first legislative director – Bob Smucker 
(who served 1969-1978), and moved its office from NYC 
to Arlington, VA. MHA immediately linked up with Harry 
Schnibbe. Both organizations worked closely with the 
APA (psychiatry), whose government relations staff was 
transit until the hiring of Jay Cutler. In May 1969, 
NASMHPD-MHA-APA (psychiatry) and others 
established the Liaison Group on Mental Health.

NASMHPD was the meeting location for both MH & DD 
organizations – Harry wanted to strengthen the movement 
and impact. Harry also wanted to bring Mary Lasker rep 
Mike Gorman into the larger coalition. Mike Gorman 
never joined the Liaison Group on Mental Health.



MHLG Stories For Another Day:

Jay Cutler, American Psychiatric Association

Mental Health Systems Act, 1980

Chris Koyanagi and the Public Sector Group

CCD and MHLG – Effectiveness

Laurie Flynn, NAMI – National Alliance on Mental Illness

Leslie Scallet, Mental Health Policy Resource Center 

Tipper Gore - Clinton Administration’s Health Care Reform, 
Subcommittee on Mental Health, Chair

Promoting “Parity” for Mental Health in Health Insurance

Co-Chair Tenure of the MHLG health committee by Peter 
Newbould (American Psychological Association) and Laurel 
Stine (Bazelon Center for Mental Health Law)

President’s New Freedom Commission and the Post-
Commission Work of Andy Hyman 

Long-Tenured MHLG Active Members

















E. Clarke Ross, D.P.A.
American Association on Health and Disability
Lakeshore Foundation
AAHD Public Policy Director
Lakeshore Fd Washington Representative

Clarke’s work history includes Chief Executive Officer of 
CHADD – Children and Adults with Attention-
Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder; Deputy Executive Director for 
Public Policy, NAMI – National Alliance on Mental Illness; 
Executive Director, American Managed Behavioral Healthcare 
Association (AMBHA); Assistant Executive Director for 
Federal Relations and then Deputy Executive Director, National 
Association of State Mental Health Program Directors 
(NASMHPD); and Director of Governmental Activities, UCPA 
– United Cerebral Palsy Associations (UCPA). Clarke was a co-
founder of the Consortium for Citizens with Disabilities (CCD) 
in 1973 and began his work with NASMHPD on September 1, 
1971.
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